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The NMC "B3 Data Tape'' contains from 4 to 8 logical files, the number
depending on the operational run from which the tape was generated. The
data fields are packed 3 datum points (12 bits each) per 36 bit word. 2

Files 1 through 4 have the same basic format for each run type. The
data % itself will vary. The following table shows the tape structure:

File No. & Logical Name

Description

Comment

1

8

FEF

GES

ADP

ANL

F12

F24

F36

F48

First end of file,

Date record and first
guess fields in standard
field format. 2

Organized station reports.

Analyses 3 in standard
field format.

a) 0 hour initialized
fields.

b) 1 to 12 hour

forecast fields except

as indicated in comment.

13 to 24 hour forecast

- fields. _

25 to 36 hour forecasi
fields.

Forecast fields beyond
36 hours.

On all operational
type B3's.

On all operational
type B3's.
On all operational

type B3's.

On all operational

- B3's.

Radat B3 éonta.ins

0 hour initialized,
and 1 thru 48 hour
forecast fields.

File 6 on "Operational
B3" only.

File 7 on "Operational
B3" only.

File 8 on "Operational
B3'" only.

1. Each file ends with an end of file,

2. Triple packed data with 2 pre and 4 post identification words (see
Office Note #25).

3. The ANL file (4) contains balanced stream fields and 36 hour difference
fields in addition to analyses.

4. See attachment for example of data content.
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