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INTRODUCTTION

Basic Weather keeps a continuous record of precipitation threat scores,
no precipitation threat scores, and bias for a 60 statien_network feor com-
parative purposes dating back to 1971. The bias scores (=) began in 1972
for 24-12 hrs. and 1975 for 36=12 hrs, The LFM POPS scores are included in

‘the yearly comparative statistics for the first time in 1982, but we have

been looking at them daily and monthly since they started. Basic Weather
selects a POP station as a categorical pick (.01"/12-hr. period) if the POP
"chance" is 45% or greater.

These records are kept to evaluate the effectiveness of the "man' and
the guidance monthly, seasonally, yearly and longer in order to evaluate
objectively how the "man' and the model, including the LFM POPS, compare
and to see if changes in the model are positive or negative relating to
precipitation output,



1-2 Day. Comparative BWB and LFM Threat Scores, TgNP
and Bias for 1982

In 1982, the record continues to show the 1-2 day forecasters improving
on the LFM precipitation guidance in all categories, improving on the LFM
POPS in most categories during the colder months and showing superior fore-
casting skills over the POPS in the warmer months (May-October) except for
the TgNP. The POPS TgNP scores are better because, on the average, the POPS
continually underforecast precipitation events except for the high probability
ones., In the warmer months, Basic Weather progs should certainly be used '
instead of the POPS for precipitation probabilities. Categorical precipitation
picks in 1-2 day (.01"/12-hr. period) are usually enclosed in a broken area
with the appropriate rain, drizzle, snow, or freezing precipitation symbol.

Broken down, this record continues to show that the "man" (LFM vs. Basic

Weather) is picking fewer stations and putting them into the correct rain/no

rain categories more often than the model, and when moisture changes are made
\ to the model to "dry out" the bias,2 the "man" continues to show improvement.

(See monthly verification score sheet.) The LFM model bias is still too high,

higher than last year by 217 at 36-12 hrs. and 17% at 24-12 hrs. By contrast

the Basic Weather forecasters only increased their bias by 6% at 36-12 hrs.

and 47 at 24-12 hrs. The POPS bias is too low from May thru October and

' ridiculous in July and August.

Looking at this record one certainly gets impressed with the results of
modifying the LFM guidance. The 1-2 day forecasters did a great job in "'82"
overcoming the loss of two forecasters out of four, one in January and the
other in December.

The 1-2 day forecasters can improve on theirvforecasts.using the LFM POPS,
but not by continually underforecasting. The POPS TgNP scores are great but
the rest of the picture is not, especially TgP and Bias during the warmer months.

, 1 Smith, Warren, April 1982: Some Aspects of 1-2 Day Forecasting and Verifi-
' cation, pgs. 4 and 5, APT Course, April 1982.

2 Moisture changes were made to the LFM in March and August 1982.
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No. of 12-HR Forecasts made by the LFM =~ the 1-2 day Forecasters
never miss a forecast.

Biases are up from last year by both the LFM and the Basic Weather progs.

LFM Biases are way up over last year - see graph.
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